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ENGLISH 3604: SPECIAL TOPICS
AUTHORIAL INTRUSION IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FICTION
Professor: Dr. Marjorie Worthington
Office: Coleman Hall 3015
Phone: 581-5214
Email: mgworthington@eiu.edu
Class: Coleman Hall 3150, TR, 12:30-1:45
Office Hours: TR 11 :00am-12:30pm, or by appt.
Authors of fiction are supposed to create interesting characters; they aren't supposed to write about their
boring selves. However, contemporary literature is full of novels which feature their authors as semifictional "characters." As if actually writing the novel didn't provide enough power, the "author" of such
a novel enters the text as its protagonist and tries to control it from within. This course will focus on these
novels-and several films-and ask the following questions: What are those authors doing in there? Why
is this such a huge fad right now? Why does it seem to be a preoccupation for male authors primarily?
What gender issues are involved in these assertions of authorial control?
OBJECTIVES INCLUDE (but are not limited to):
• To read, discuss and analyze representative texts in this theme.
• To familiarize ourselves with differing critical stances on some of these works.
• To learn about and engage in literary research.
• To hone skills related to writing literary analyses.
Texts:
Kathy Acker, Empire of the Senseless
Paul Auster, "City of Glass"
Bret Easton Ellis,_ Lunar Eark
Jonathan Safran Foer, Everything is Illuminated
Toni Morrison, Jazz
Tim O'Brien, Jn the Lake of the Woods
Kurt Vonnegut, Breakfast of Champions
Films:
Adaptation
TBA (maybe Stranger Than Fiction)
ASSIGNMENTS:
Short Essays: Over the course of the semester, you will write four three-paragraph, typed responses.
They will cover the reading assigned for the particular day on which they are due. Although short, these
responses should be focused and thesis-driven. It is my hope that these papers will: 1) help you keep up
with the reading; and 2) generate interesting ideas for discussion. For that reason, you must be in class
and must contribute to class discussion that day in order to get credit for the response. You MUST
COMPLETE ALL ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS TO PASS THIS COURSE.
Short Essay Groups (by last name):
[Group A: A-D];[Group B: E-Lo];[Group C: Lp-N];[Group D: 0-Sh];[Group E: Si-Z]
Creative Essay: You will be required to write an creative piece in the vein of one of the novels we will
read and one of your favorite works of fiction. We'll go over this assignment in more detail at a later
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time, but you may want to begin considering what your favorite works of literature are. By this, I mean
texts that you have studied in one of your literature courses.
Thesis-Driven Essay: For this assignment, write and essay which makes some kind of literary argument
complete with a focused thesis in response to the following question: Your paper should have a clear and
focused thesis statement and should make some kind of compelling argument. You will be graded on the
quality of this argument and the extent to which you support this argument with evidence from the text.
You may, but are not required to, use outside articles to aid you.
Final Exam: This final exam will test both basic knowledge of the texts and class discussion, and your
ability to understand and analyze what you have read. This exam will consist primarily of essays, some
of which will be take-home. However, there will be some short-answer questions as well.
POLICIES:

Attendance: Your consistent attendance and participation are necessary to make this class the vibrant
exchange of ideas it should be and I take attendance every day (even if you do not see me doing it). You
are permitted no more than three unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence after three will lower
your final grade by thirty points (3%). Excused absences are accompanied by appropriate legal or
medical documentation.
Conferences: The hours listed above are times when I will be in my office ready to meet with students.
You can also make a special appointment to see me if you are unable to come during office hours. I
encourage you to come and talk to me about your work as often as you like.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is defined as appropriating words or ideas that are not your own without giving
proper credit. The temptation to plagiarize can be great, particularly in the advent of extensive computer
technology and the collaborative nature of our class. However, the consequences of plagiarism are dire
and can resulfin a -grade of F for the assignment and even for the course. It will also result in a repoit to
the Judicial Affairs Office.
Grade Breakdown:
Short Responses/Quizzes
Creative Essay
Thesis-Driven Essay
Final Exam

20%
20%
30%
30%
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ENG 3604 READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS
August21 T Introduction
A
23 Th Vonnegut, Chaps 1-5
B
C

28 T Vonnegut, Chaps 6-20
30 Th Vonnegut, Chaps 21-end

D Sept. 4 T Morrison, pp. 3-87
E
6Th Morrison, pp. 89-135
A
B

11 T Morrison, pp. 13 7-end
13 Th Auster, "City of Glass," Chaps 1-4

c
D

18 T Auster, "City of Glass," Chaps 5-10
20 Th Auster, "City of Glass," Chaps 11-end

E
A

25 T Acker, "Elegy," Chaps, I-III
27Th Acker, "Elegy," Chaps IV-V

B Oct. 2T Acker, "Alone" (the whole thing)
4Th Acker, "Pirate Night" (the whole thing)
c
9T Film: Stranger Than Fiction
1lTh Film: Stranger Than Fiction
D
E

16 T Foer, 1-118
18 Th Foer, 119-160

A
B

23 T Foer, 161-239
25 Th Foer, 240-end

Thesis-Driven Essay Due

C
30 T O'Brien, Chaps 1-11
D Nov. 1 Th O'Brien, Chaps 12-16
E
A

B

6 T O'Brien, Chaps 17-23
8 Th O'Brien, Chaps 24-end
13 T Film: Adaptation
15 Th Film: Adaptation

THANKSGIVING BREAK

c

27 T Ellis, Chaps 1-12
29 Th Ellis, Chaps 13-16

D Dec. 4 T Ellis, Chaps 17-26
E
6 Th Ellis, Chaps 27-end
Dec.

11 Tuesday, 2:45-4:45 film

Creative Essay due

